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Synopsis

"It takes a disciplined author to hide secrets within secrets. . . . And it takes ambition to apply such
intricate storytelling to a sweeping plot." A¢a -4 » The NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEWWhen
her grandfather dies, Tamar inherits a box containing clues and coded messages. Out of the past
another Tamar emerges, a man involved in the terrifying world of resistance fi ghters in
Nazi-occupied Holland. His story is one of passion, love, jealousy, and tragedy, and unraveling it will
transform Tamar's life. Mal PeetA¢a -3,¢s acclaimed novel is read by Anton Lesser, one of

Britain’s leading classical actors, and BATA-winning British actress Anna Maxwell Martin.
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Customer Reviews

Starred Review. Grade 9 UpA¢a -4 ‘Mal Peet's Carnegie Medal-winning novel (Candlewick, 2007)
deftly weaves suspense and painful emotion with story strands set in World War Il Holland and late
20th century England. When her grandfather commits suicide, 15-year-old Tamar is left an odd
collection of objects that lead her to Devon, site of her namesake river. Accompanied by a her
cousin, and the two young people uncover the dark family secret that began in the Dutch
countryside during the waning days of the Nazi occupation. That thread of the story involves two
Dutch Resistance fighters in love with the same woman. Brutal reprisals by German troops increase
the friction among Resistance factions and add to conflicts between the two espionage agents, once

best friends. The story not only follows a determined teen through her anger, loss, and betrayal, but



it also echoes those themes in the ravaged landscape of wartime Holland. Narrators Anton Lesser
and Anna Maxwell Martin keep the tension palpable and convey the tale’s complex human
dilemmas. Peet describes the intensity of love and the struggle to survive physical and mental
hardships with compelling imagery. Students can easily draw parallels between this conflict and
contemporary issues and identify with the title character’s search for self. A gripping, well-crafted
audiobook for high school and public library collections.A¢a —a *Barbara Wysocki, Cora J. Belden
Library, Rocky Hill, CT Copyright A A© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc.

All rights reserved.

Mal Peet (1947A¢a -& 022015) is the acclaimed author of the Carnegie MedalA¢a -4 cewinning
novel Tamar as well as the A A Boston GlobeA¢a -& ceHorn Book Honor Book Life: An Exploded
Diagram and three Paul Faustino novels: Keeper, The Penalty, and Exposure, a winner of the
Guardian ChildrenA¢a -4,¢s Fiction Prize. He is also the co-author of Cloud Tea Monkeys,

Mysterious Traveler, and Night Sky Dragons, all of which he wrote with his wife, Elspeth Graham.

This is a good tale... the author(s) not only spin a great legend, they weave a web of deception and
trickery that when it is finally reveled seems logical, but almost totally hidden until the appropriate
time...In recent years this is one of the better tales I've enjoyed as far as being able to entwine
multiple personalities and time periods together into a persuasive and coherent tale. The main story
of WW Il espionage behind enemy lines, and far from help grows and grows, but the more it
expands the more is seems to obscure another entire line of the narrative which awaits the reader’s

attention...Very enjoyable - a unique work to be sure, but well worth the reader’s time...
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